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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objections 

The numbering of claims is not in accordance with 37 CFR 1.126 which 
requires the original numbering of the claims to be preserved throughout the 
prosecution. When claims are canceled, the remaining claims must not be 
renumbered. When new claims are presented, they must be numbered 
consecutively beginning with the number next following the highest numbered 
claims previously presented (whether entered or not). 

Misnumbered claims 15-18 have been renumbered \6-\9.Claim Rejections - 

35 USC S 102 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
f^Xatef C ° Untry ' ^ ^ °" e ^ PHOr +0 tKe ^ ° f ** i" 

Claims 1, 7 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Sotz et al. (Gotz), PCT publication WO 96/17667. 

The Sotz patent discloses the claimed apparatus and method comprising a 
tank (6) having electrocoagulation electrodes mounted therein and connected to a 
power source and a second flow through module (5) with electrocoagulation 
electrodes mounted therein, said electrodes connected to a power source, said 
electrodes further treating the wastewater and removing the contaminants found 
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therein and connected to and downstream from the first tank (see English 
abstract and figure 3). The reference further discloses the use of alternating 
current (see page 7, lines 16-19). 

Therefore, since the Gotz patent discloses each and every limitation, the 
claims are anticipated. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC S 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

set fo p r : sr z sr on is r identica,v ° r - 

The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co.. 383 U.S. 1, 148 
USPQ 459 (1966). that are applied far establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1. Determining the scope and contents of the prior art 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at 
issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art 

4. Cons.der.ng objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 9 
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Claims 2-6, 8-13 and 15-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Gotz as applied to claims above, and further in view of 
Morkovsky et al. (Morkovsky), U.S. Patent 5,928,493. 

The Gotz patent does not disclose the claimed use of multiple 
electrocoagulating chambers. The reference fails to disclose the further 
limitations to the further treatment of the water after the electrocoagulation, 
i.e., the clarifier, foam removal tank and filters as claimed. 

The Morkovsky patent teaches the use of multiple electrocoagulation 
chambers depending upon the water being treated (see col. 5, line 63 to col. 6, line 
20). The reference further discloses the use of foam tanks, clarifiers and filters 
as claimed (see figure 1 and claims 1-30). 

Consequently, the invention as a whole would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the 
disclosure of the Gotz patent with the teachings of the Morkovsky reference, 
because the Morkovsky patent teaches that such modification to multiple 
electrocoagulators is dependent upon the water being treated and the conventional 
use of filters, foam tanks and clarifiers to obtain cleaner water. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Arun S. Phasge whose telephone number is 
(703) 308-2528. The examiner can normally be reached on MONDAY-THURSDAY, 
7:30-6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Nam X Nguyen can be reached on (703) 308-3322. The fax 
phone numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned are (703) 872-9310 for regular communications and (703) 872-9311 for 
After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application 
or proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 
(703) 308-0661. 




Arun S. Phasge 
Primary Examiner 
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